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NEWSLETTER – 17 June 2021 

 
MOSSFIEL SCHOOL LEADERS 

PRINCIPAL Paul Maisey  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL Dennis Osborne 

INSTRUCTIONAL LEADER - 
Foundation 

Diane Delapa INSTRUCTIONAL LEADER - Years 1 
& 2 

Carmen 
Morrison  

INSTRUCTIONAL LEADER - Years 3 
& 4  

Andrew 
Morrison 

INSTRUCTIONAL LEADER - Years 5 
& 6 

Craig O’Donnell 

 

MOSSFIEL SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 
Catriona MacLeod – 
President 

Iris Carnat - Vice 
President 

Jane Churchland - 
Treasurer 

Linda Spencer – Minute 
Sec 

Dennis Osborne Nicole Aquilina Louise Price Jasmin Quinn Trencevski 

Holly Brunnbauer Chloe Bell Jacqueline Drew 
 

Jo Brown Desiree King   
 

MOSSFIEL DIARY DATES 

Tuesday 22 June BBQ Day 

Friday 25 June Last Day of Term 2 – school finishes at 2:30pm 

Monday 12 July First Day of Term 3 

Thursday  29 July Year Foundation – 2 Swimming Program begins 

Mon – Wed 16 – 18 August Year 5/6 Campaspe Downs Camp 

Mon – Wed 25 – 27 October Year 3/4 Log Cabin Camp 

 

  



 

THINK Excellence    THINK Respect       THINK Resilience       THINK Community 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to school – I am hopeful that your young person not only re-joined their 

class well after this recent period of lockdown, but also that you had an enjoyable and 

relaxing long weekend.   It is great to be back on site!!!  

LAST DAY OF TERM 

A reminder that school finishes at 2.30pm on Friday, June 25th. in preparation for the 

holidays.   Please make arrangements for the earlier collection of your children:  Big 

Childcare’s afterschool care program will commence at this earlier time.   The first day of 

term three for ALL students is Monday, July 12 at 8.45am. 

REMOTE LEARNING 

On behalf of the staff I’d like to extend a huge thank you to families for your support via 

WebEx, and with children learning from home during those two weeks when school was 

not an option.  I’m sure it wasn’t always easy, but it was great to see such a high level of 

engagement from our community.  

I’d like to also take a moment to acknowledge and thank the staff for their huge efforts 

when moving into remote learning and then back to the face-to face environment,  .all of 

it at short notice.   We appreciate each one of you!  Many of our staff were also juggling 

the similar work from home challenges as many of you - that of being a parent, supporting 

other family members, and continuing to meet the requirements of their teaching 

position.  Their positive professionalism and dedication to their daily classes was evident 

throughout the period of remote and flexible learning.  

The guidelines around parent access to our school continues to change.  We will keep you 

updated through Compass.   Please take note of these.   We ask in particular that parents 

understand the importance of minimising the time spent on site and the need to sign in 

if you do come in through the gates.  It is a great way we can show our respect for each 

other as a community by doing our bit to keep everyone safe.  

SCHOOL REVIEW 

This week we took the next steps (albeit an online version due to current restrictions) in 

completing the school review process.  The first of our fieldwork days was completed, 

where our leadership team, teachers and our parent community provided the review 

panel with valuable information abound the schools current position with a view to create 

a plan for continued improvement for the wonderful students in our care.  Unfortunately, 

the final two days have been postponed to next term as they are onsite work that cannot 

be completed with integrity under the current restrictions.  I will keep the community 

posted as we complete this process.  

BIKES & SCOOTERS  

The revamped bike shed … well more of a compound, is open for business.  The solution 

will see our bikes back in the rack and secure during the day.  Please direct your young 

person to the shed and don’t forget your helmet! 
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STUDENT REPORTS 

Teachers have been working hard on reports, which provide parents with the most up to 

date information about children’s achievement.   They will be released to parents via the 

COMPASS portal on Wednesday June 23.   We encourage families to have read these and 

feel free to contact your child’s classroom teachers should you have any questions or 

queries.  

2022 ENROLMENTS 

If you have a child who is eligible to come to school in 2022 (turning 5 years of age by April 
30th 2022), we are accepting enrolments now.  To enrol please contact the office for 
information.  To help plan for this process you will need to bring: 

·Child’s birth certificate 
·Immunisation certificate 
· Visa (Passport) if child is not born in Australia 

If you know someone who would like a tour of our school, we will; be running tours on 

Fridays at 10am once restrictions have eased.   Please direct them to our website where 

you can find additional information: http://www.mossfielps.vic.edu.au/  

COVID SAFE: 

As always, we remind our community to stay safe and continue our good Covid practices.  

This includes wearing masks if you enter the office or if you can’t social distance outside, 

limiting time onsite, not entering the buildings at the moment and following the 

governments health advice.  

A reminder that if you, your child, or a family member develops symptoms of COVID-19, 

you should not attend school.  If children develop symptoms during the day, we will call 

you to collect them and take them home.  Please do not send your child to school if they 

have any cold or flu like symptoms. 

 

Take care, 

Paul Maisey 

Principal 
  

http://www.mossfielps.vic.edu.au/
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EVERY DAY COUNTS  
ATTENDANCE FACT SHEET FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL STUDENTS  

School is better when you’re here 

 

DO I HAVE TO GO TO SCHOOL? 

Yes, in Victoria everyone aged from 6 – 17 has to go to school.  

Missing one day a fortnight is the same as missing 4 whole weeks of school a year. 

From Foundation to Year 12 that adds up to 1.5 years of school!  

School is better when you attend. Your friends and your teachers notice that you are away and 

wonder if you are OK.  

WHY IS IMPORTANT THAT I GO TO SCHOOL EVERY DAY? 

Right now, being at school is the most important thing you need to do for your future. School 

helps you build good habits for later on in life. You might think school is just about Maths and 

English but you’re also learning about how to work with other people and how to solve problems.  

Being at school every day also means you are becoming more independent as a learner and 

interacting with your friends and teachers.  If you are at school you can get help from your 

teachers and friends and won’t have to try to learn things in your own time.  

Being an adult probably seems far away but we know that young people who attend school more 

frequently have better outcomes after school too. This means they earn more money, have better 

job opportunities and are generally healthier. So being at school really does make a difference!  

DO MY PARENTS NEED TO LET THE SCHOOL KNOW IF I’M GOING TO BE AWAY? 

Yes. Your parents need to notify the school of your absence as soon as they can within three days 

of your absence.  If they know you are going to be away, they should try to tell the school before 

the day or days you are away. 

If you’re away from school too much and don’t have a reasonable excuse like a serious illness, 

your parents might get a letter from the principal asking about why you’re away.  

ARE THERE ANY GOOD REASONS TO BE AWAY FROM SCHOOL? 

No. Unless you are so sick you can’t get out of bed or there is an event like a funeral, you should 

be at school. Every day you are away is a day of classes and social connection you miss out on.  

Taking a day off for your birthday or go shopping isn’t a good reason to miss school.  

Even medical and health appointments should be made either before or after school or during 

the school holidays. This includes family holidays. Your parents are encouraged not to plan 

holidays during the term but to organise these during the school holidays.  

If you do have to be away for some reason, your parents need to contact the school and let them 

know what’s going on. Depending on the situation, the school might provide schoolwork for you 

to complete.  
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IF I’M NOT AT SCHOOL WHAT DO I MISS OUT ON? 

You miss out on all the big stuff – class discussions and all the interaction that happens in a 

classroom, the chance to get help from teachers and the opportunity to practice skills and gain 

knowledge.  

Being away means you might miss out on a lot of learning or that you need to catch up in your 

time.  

If all of that isn’t enough to convince you to be at school every day, being away also means you 

also miss out on playing with your friends. Being away from school a lot can be lonely. It has a big 

impact on relationships and social connections.  

Believe it or not, everyone wants you at school and it really is better when you attend.  

WHAT IF I’M HAVING PROBLEMS GETTING TO SCHOOL? 

Getting to school on time everyday can be about having a good routine.  

If you find yourself running late or missing school because you’re disorganised, try: 

 Asking your parents for help getting ready 

 Having a set time to go to bed 

 Leaving all technology out of your bedroom 

 Packing your school bag the night before with everything you need 

 Having a set time for breakfast 

 Planning to meet up with a friend so you can travel to school together. 

Sometimes, though it can just be hard to go to school.  

You might feel overwhelmed by the work or things might be tough with your friends. Maybe you 

don’t feel safe at school or you really dislike a teacher or things at home aren’t great. Perhaps 

you’re feeling down or anxious and don’t even really know why. 

Whatever the situation is, staying away from school isn’t the 

answer. Many people want to help you. Try talking to: 

 Your parents or another adult family member 

 A trusted teacher 

 Wellbeing Coordinator or the school counsellor 

 Another trusted adult like your coach 

 

  
  

USEFUL WEBSITES/CONTACTS 

Kids Matter - www.kidsmatter.edu.au 

Youth Beyond Blue - 

www.youthbeyondblue.com.au 

Headspace - www.headspace.org.au  

or e-headspace 

www.eheadspace.org.au/  for online 

counselling & support  

Reach Out – www.reachout.com 

Kids helpline - 1800 55 1800 24 hours 

a day, 7 days a week or web 

counselling 

http://www.kidsmatter.edu.au/
http://www.youthbeyondblue.com.au/
https://www.headspace.org.au/
https://eheadspace.org.au/
https://au.reachout.com/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/teens/get-help/webchat-counselling/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/teens/get-help/webchat-counselling/
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Breakfast Club at Mossfiel! 

Mossfiel has partnered with FoodBank Victoria to provide a nutritious, filling 

breakfast free of charge every Tuesday from 8.15am in Block D. Mossfiel’s 

Breakfast Club aims to ensure students start the day with a healthy meal!  

If anyone would like to join us for breakfast you are most welcome! No need to sign 

up, just turn up and come inside Block D and we will take your orders of cereal, 

fresh fruit, fruit cups, milk and toast. 

If you are joining us for breakfast at 8:15am, please be aware that you are to stay 

in Block D until the yard is supervised from 8:35am.  
A big thankyou to Bakers Delight Hoppers Crossing, who kindly donate bread for 

our Breakfast Club each week! 
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Student Wellbeing 

 

Each newsletter I will be posting some exciting Wellbeing content for our community. This may include information about 

how you can support your children’s and families’ wellbeing, a snapshot on mental health issues currently prevalent in 

the community, or information about a local service in the area that might benefit you or your child.  

This week’s topic is: Ideas for the school holidays! 

With school holidays just around the corner, it can be a great time to try different activities with your family! Below is 

a list of things you might like to try both inside and outside the home.  

1. Make your own games. Get a supply of coloured cards, scissors, glue and anything else you may want to make 
some fun games. Games like Pin the Tail on the Donkey or Snakes and Ladders can all be easily made at home and 
keep you occupied for some time.  

2. Cooking and baking. Once a week plan a cooking or baking day. Involve the kids in the process from the beginning-
let them chose from a selection of recipes that you have ingredients for. If the child can read, get them to read 
from the recipe book. Step by step, help them to work through the instructions. Try to avoid the temptation of 
doing it yourself. 

3. Make an obstacle course. Assemble an obstacle course in the back garden using old pieces of wood, boxes, 
buckets, garden chairs-anything that can be jumped over, under or around. Kids may like to time each other 
around the course. The course can be completed on a bike, scooter, skateboard, or simply by running. 

4. Build a garden patch. Dedicate a small patch in the garden to the kids. Plant flowers, herbs, lettuce-anything that 
grows quickly and gives them the satisfaction of having produced something.  

5. Go camping. Build a tent indoors or outdoors with blankets and sheets. Once the tent is up, use a torch or make a 
picnic to take with you! 

6. Have a treasure hunt. Make a treasure map with clues to find some treasure you have hidden somewhere in the 
garden. It doesn’t have to be expensive or big-any little treat will be exciting when it is found outdoors. 

7. Get jamming. Grab some musical instruments-things like bongos, shakers or tambourines, and get jamming. Get 
your kids to sing and dance along.  

8. Make a movie. Make a movie using a mobile phone or iPad and some Star Wars figures, teddy bears, household 
items. Write a script or make it up as you go! 

9. Take nature walks. Go on nature walks with a purpose. On the beach, collect shells and stones to later make a shell 
castle or shell and stone sculptures. In the forest, you can seek out different sorts of bugs, plants or trees. 
Alternatively, use a map to plot the route you are taking.  

10. Visit the library. Use your local library regularly. In most libraries you can get more than books; you can get movies 
and music. Make a day out of it. Do some reading while you’re there instead of getting some books and heading 
home. Give your children a love of books-it is one of the best gifts you can give them. 

11.  Organize some play dates. Plan some play dates and invite friends over. While kids spend time with their friends it 
may give you the opportunity to get some work done and perhaps even connect with other parents. 

12.  Have a “Chill Day”. With all that activity planned, kids will also need some down time. Make sure you plan some 
days where you just chill, watch some movies, read some books, and take it easy! 

I look forward to hearing how everyone’s holidays were and if you enjoyed trying some of these activities out! 

Enjoy the break and stay safe. See you all in Term 3! 

Katie Heenan 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator  

Kathryn.heenan@education.vic.gov.au  

mailto:Kathryn.heenan@education.vic.gov.au
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Happy birthday from the 14th June-27th June to: 

Fairy, 1/2D 

Celine, 1/2E 

Fajreslam, 3/4C 

Sinalei, 3/4C 

Eh Doh Soe, 3/4C 

Angelina 3/4B 

Samir, 5/6B 

Jonathan, 5/6B 

Tyrah, 5/6C 

Trinity, 5/6C 

Joseph, 5/6E 
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COMPASS 

 

All families should have access to the Compass Portal we use at Mossfiel PS.  If 

you do not have your login details, please contact the school office. 

 

Please see the QR code below to take you to the Compass Guide for parent & 

families. 
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