
 

 

 
 

NEWSLETTER – 28 October 2021 
 
 

MOSSFIEL SCHOOL LEADERS 
PRINCIPAL Paul Maisey  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL Dennis Osborne 

INSTRUCTIONAL LEADER - Foundation Diane Delapa INSTRUCTIONAL LEADER - Years 1 & 2 Carmen Morrison  

INSTRUCTIONAL LEADER - Years 3 & 4  Andrew Morrison INSTRUCTIONAL LEADER - Years 5 & 6 Craig O’Donnell 
 
 

MOSSFIEL SCHOOL COUNCILLORS 
Catriona MacLeod – President Iris Carnat - Vice President Jane Churchland - Treasurer Linda Spencer – Minute Sec 

Dennis Osborne Nicole Aquilina Louise Price Jasmin Quinn Trencevski 

Holly Brunnbauer Chloe Bell Jacqueline Drew 
 

Jo Brown Desiree King   
 
 

MOSSFIEL DIARY DATES 
Monday 1 November Curriculum Day – NO STUDENTS ONSITE 

Tuesday 2 November Melbourne Cup Day – NO STUDENTS ONSITE 

Wednesday 3 November All students return onsite 

Monday – Wednesday 22 – 24 November Year 5/6 Campaspe Downs Camp 
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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Firstly, I would like to start by saying thank you for your flexibility as we follow the health advice 

and the road map back to the new normal.  I know there have been many changes, however our 

community has done a wonderful job managing the staggered return and continuing the remote 

and flexible learning.  The best news of course is that we are almost there 😊.  

Return to Onsite Learning for all grades!!!! 

Next week: 

Monday 1st November – Curriculum Day - No Students Onsite  

Tuesday 2nd November – Melbourne Cup public holiday - No Students Onsite  

Wednesday 3rd November – All staff and students return onsite for full face to face leaning 

programs - All students back every day 

While this is great news, it is not the end of COVID, we will need to continue our COVID safe 
practices as we return to full onsite learning. 
 
School Information – Staged return 

• Students in grade 3,4,5,6 must wear masks when indoors, we are asking families 
to send their children with a mask. attached is a graphic to help understand the 
requirements at school 

• Students in F-2 are not required to wear masks, however we are encouraging 
families to provide them for their children 

• Students that are unwell are not to be sent to school, any student that presents 
unwell will be sent home 

• The canteen will not be open until further notice 

• During onsite learning no remote learning will be provided 

• The school will follow all the DET guidelines to keep our community safe.  This 
includes the 3V’s, Vaccinating  our school work force, increasing 
our  Ventilation  and following the  Vital COVID safe practices. 

 
Parents on School grounds 
To keep our school safe, we are continuing our important COVID safe practices.  This includes: 

• Drop and Go:  Parents who need to assist their children will be allowed on school site for 
drop off and pick up only, we ask that you leave as soon as possible to support social 
distancing 

• Where possible students are to enter the school independently  using the closest gate 
(no designated gates) and proceed to class – additional staff members will be on duty to 
support this process 

• Please make a plan with your young person for pickup (Gate would be preferable) 
• Gates will be open early at 8.25 to help congestion and support social distancing 
• Parents/carers MUST wear a mask and will not be allowed in school buildings 
• If you need to go to the office, please enter through Langridge Street gate and observe 

density limits.  Where possible please call the office for support 

Please note this will be reviewed on an ongoing basis and may change suddenly.  

Outdoor Learning  
As part of our ongoing COVID safe practices we are encouraging our grades to take their learning 
outside.  This increases our ventilation and gives our students in years 3-6 the chance to have a 
break from masks.  Below is a 5/6 grade enjoying the sunshine while practicing the skill of reading: 
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Camps, excursions and swimming program 

The updated advice is that these can go ahead again!!!  Unfortunately our swimming program 

cannot as there are simply no bookings available for this, the grade 5/6 camp will go ahead and 

teachers are looking at our end of year activities.  Stay tuned to Compass for all the updated 

information.  

Planning for 2022 

Planning for 2022 is well underway, inclusive of the recruitment of staff and ordering of 

supplies.  If you know your child will NOT be attending Mossfiel PS in 2022 please send an email 

to the school account letting us know where they will be going so that we do not include them in 

our numbers.  We do understand that family circumstances change from time to time and this 

necessitates the need for children to change schools.   You do not need to advise us about your 

year six student, we have assumed they are leaving!   For all other children, you do not need to 

re-enrol them for the upcoming school year: they are automatically counted for 2022 if they are 

in attendance in 2021.   

Still Accepting New Enrolments 

If you have a child, or know of one, who will be attending MPS next year but is yet to enrol, please 

ask them to contact our office as soon as possible to obtain an enrolment form, or, alternatively, 

click on the enrolment button on our school website.   We are keen to support our families and 

our children through the transition program.    

Hats are compulsory in term four 

A reminder to children back onsite that we are a SunSmart school, and your child will need to 

wear a hat in term 4.  In line with our school uniform, the only permitted hats are our green school 

hats.  Other hats and caps are not permitted as a part of our uniform policy.  Children without 

hats will need to sit in a designated shady spot when it is break time.   This request is more relevant 

than ever because we will be trying to take as many of our classes as possible outside to minimise 

the risk of infection.  For those families looking to purchase a hat, we have them available at the 

office.  
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  Contact the School 

A reminder that with the return to school in the new COVID normal and the current outbreak so 

close to our community, it is more important than ever, if you, your child, or a family member 

develops symptoms of COVID-19, you should STAY HOME, follow the health advice, and get tested 

then isolate until you get a negative result.  In addition, if you have been contacted by DHHS or 

need to isolate, please let the school know and look after our families and our community.  In 

addition please contact the school and let us know.  We can provide support and it will help keep 

our entire community safe.  

Together we can all do our bit to keep our community safe.  

 

This Friday the 29th of October is the day we celebrate World Teachers Day in Australia.  Can you 

join with me and let each teacher know how much we value the work they do and positive impact 

each and every one has on the young people in our care.  In addition, at MPS we will be celebrating 

the fantastic ES that work tirelessly to support our teachers and your children.  

Have an enjoyable long weekend everyone, and I look forward to seeing you back on Wednesday 

the 3rd of November.   

 

 

 

 

Take care, 

Paul Maisey 

Principal 

iPADS   

 

As we are now all returning on-site from Wednesday the 3rd of November, 

any school issued iPads and accessories that your family are to be returned 

on the 3rd of November. Looking forward to seeing you all back. 
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Message from our School Captains 
 

Welcome back! 

It has been great to see our friends and teachers as we come back to school.  We have noticed 

some great changes including the grade 5/6 playground.  We have been lucky enough to use the 

edge of the playground to sit and chat and eat our lunch when the weather is good.  

It has also been a long time since we have been on school grounds and had a full school day, 

however we are glad to be back. 

While we understand that wearing masks helps stop the spread of COVID and keeps us safe, we 

look forward to a time when they are no longer required.  

We are now excited to going on camp, our graduation and continuing our work as school captains.  

Can’t wait to see you all at school.  

Lily, Acho, Avya 

School Captains 
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Student Wellbeing Newsletter 

 

 

Each newsletter I will be posting some exciting Wellbeing content for our community. This may include 

information about how you can support your children’s and families’ wellbeing, a snapshot on mental health 

issues currently prevalent in the community, or information about a local service in the area that might benefit 

you or your child. 

Returning to School Tips 

Firstly, congratulations on surviving what has been another stressful and extensive period of 
lockdown. We are so lucky to have your support in getting the best mental health and educational 
outcomes for our Mossfiel students and that is no mean feat, this has been tough! 

Research on resilience in youth populations from the Black Saturday Fires (almost 10yrs ago) has 
revealed that following significant trauma there is sometimes a period of regression in children 
(either academically or developmentally). Hence as a result the communal trauma of COVID may 
illicit some regression in children, but the great news is that following this children 
overwhelmingly spring-boarded into a great period of growth and flourishing resilience. 

To support this, recent research has proposed 5 key areas to focus on to increase student 
resilience and outcomes when returning to onsite learning. These include:  

• Routine: as always make things as predictable for children as possible. 
• Prioritise feelings of belonging: emphasise sense of being known and belonging to 

Mossfiel PS Community, and to your families. 
• Communicate about COVID: acknowledge that this has been tough, check in with your 

kids, do they have any concerns around COVID or returning to school? Unpack what 
they have heard and reassure them where possible. 

• Plan for fatigue and stamina building: acknowledge tiredness and build in more down 
time where possible after school and on weekends (outside/sunshine time, 
mindfulness, quiet reading and drawing breaks where possible) 

• Prioritise yourself: don't forget that you too are managing a lot.  Take care and prioritise 
your own needs here because ultimately if you are okay, they will be okay. 

Let's not forget each of us has learnt new skills and strategies for managing hardship and stress 
that will, fundamentally, benefit us all moving forward. Thanks again Mossfiel for being so 
supportive and doing a great job in what is clearly crazy and challenging times. We really 
appreciate your support and are looking forward to seeing everyone back. 

Energy and Enthusiasm 

“In this very real world, good doesn't drive out evil. Evil doesn't drive out good. But the energetic 

displaces the passive.” William Bernbach. 

Often in our lives, remaining calm can be helpful. However, during other times why wouldn’t we 

want to get excited? Sometimes even the little things can get us up and about. Can you imagine 

what it would be like if we could be enthusiastic and full of energy whenever we chose? If we 

were able to create energy out of nothing, what things could we achieve?  
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If you would like to create some more energy or enthusiasm at home this week, you may 

consider trying one of the following.  

• Get up early and see the sunrise. 
• Blow up a balloon and play balloon tennis, soccer, or any other sport you fancy. 
• Hold a family Olympics event in the back yard. 
• Put your feet into two empty tissue boxes and go indoor skating. 
• Have a pillow fight. 
• Make a paper plane and fly it at the local park. 
• Go for a bike ride or long walk together.  

Many thanks, 

Katie Heenan 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator  

 

 

Happy birthday from the 18th to the 31st of October: 

• Faiza, Foundation A 

• Laijah, Foundation B 

• Thiik, Foundation B 

• Marc, Foundation B 

• Tahriel, 1/2B 

• Blaire, 1/2E 

• Ku Blut Htoo, 3/4B 

• Chan Kio Cin, 3/4B 

• Charlie, 3/4C 

• Kyden, 3/4D 

• Faatau, 3/4D 

• Ethan, 5/6B 

• Tane, 5/6B 

• Eh Than Paw, 5/6D 

• Ali, 5/6E 
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Happy birthday from the 1st to the 14th November: 

• Makoi, 1/2C 

• Ahmed, Foundation C 

• Daniel, 1/2B 

• Glenda, 5/6C 

• Alexander, 1/2B 

• Arsema, 5/6D 

• Rufus, 5/6A 

• Jamal, 1/2D 

• Austin, 1/2B 

• Chris, 3/4B 

• Muhammad, 3/4A 

• Anonyo, 5/6D 

• Zahra, 1/2E 

• Harley, 3/4D 

• Alejah, 5/6A 


