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MOSSFIEL PRIMARY SCHOOL

WE ARE A RESILIENT AND RESPECTFUL COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS

MOSSFIEL DIARY DATES

16 February School Council Nominees Closes
2 April Last Day of Term 1 - 2:30pm finish
20 April First Day of Term 2

22 April School Photos

5June Student Free Day

15-17 June Year 5/6 Camp Manyung

26 June Last Day of Term 2 - 2:30pm finish

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Families,

Welcome back to the start of a new school year, and a very warm
welcome to all of our new families joining the Mossfiel Primary School
community. | hope everyone enjoyed a restful and refreshing Christmas
and New Year break, and that you are returning feeling positive and
excited for the year ahead.

A very special welcome to the families and students who are joining our school for
the first time this year. We are delighted to welcome 36 new Foundation students into
our community, along with their families. Starting school is a significant milestone,
and we feel privileged to be part of this important journey. We look forward to
supporting our new students as they build friendships, confidence and a love of

learning at Mossfiel Primary School.
We are also delighted to welcome a number of new staff members to our Mossfiel

Primary School community this year. A warm welcome to Katie Davies, Amy Sursock,
Talitha Gooding, Bernadette Hall, Jess Black, Anne Spranger, Courtney Cuneo, Peter
Reynolds, Taily Vue, Dishna Kodithuwakku and Ella Brown. These staff bring a wide
range of skills, experience and passion for education, and we are excited about the
positive contribution they will make to our students, families and school community.

We know they will be terrific additions to the Mossfiel team.
It has been wonderful to see our students’ smiling faces back at school and to feel

the energy and enthusiasm that comes with a new and fresh start. The beginning of
the year is always a great time — full of possibility, new friendships, new learning and
new opportunities to grow together as a community.

THINK Excellence THINK Respect THINK Community




hORCAN " ACE I

2 FEBRUARY 2026 « NEWSLETTER + PAGE 2

Building Works Update

Over the holiday period, great progress has been made on our school buildings.
Work has taken place in several areas of the school, including upgrades to the
roofing in Block A and continued internal work in Block B.

In the coming weeks, building works will continue across the site, including further
carpentry, plastering, painting and roofing works. There will also be demolition and
re-concreting works between Block B and Block D as part of improving these
outdoor areas.

To minimise disruption to learning, noisy cutting works will be scheduled outside of
student learning time. These improvements are an exciting step forward for our
school and will result in safer, more modern and more functional learning and play
spaces for our students. Thank you to our families for your patience, understanding
and flexibility as this important work continues.

Our Learning Focus for 2026

This year, our learning focus is centred on strengthening core foundations that
support lifelong learning success. This important work has already begun, with our
teachers using the first two curriculum days to collaborate, research, and engage
deeply with the evidence base around how students learn best. Staff have been
working together to strengthen shared practice, align teaching approaches, and
ensure our programs are informed by high-quality research and proven educational
practice.

In Foundation to Grade 2, we will be strengthening our Phonics program, with a
strong emphasis on early literacy skills, sound-letter relationships, decoding, and
building confident, capable readers from the very beginning of schooling.

In Grades 3-6, there will be a strong focus on numeracy, including:

@® Strengthening our Number program

® Building fluency in basic mathematics facts

@® Developing problem-solving skills

@® Building deep conceptual understanding of mathematical thinking

This work will ensure students not only know how to calculate, but understand why
strategies work, can think flexibly, and apply their learning confidently across real-
world contexts.

Alongside our learning priorities, we remain committed to student wellbeing,
belonging and positive relationships, as well as building strong, consistent whole-
school routines for learning. We want every child to feel safe, valued and supported,
and every classroom to be a place where students are challenged, inspired and
empowered to reach their full potential. By developing shared expectations, clear
structures and consistent learning routines across the school, we are creating calm,
focused and predictable learning environments where all students can thrive.
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School Times and the Importance of Everyday Attendance

Regular school attendance is essential to every child’s learning, wellbeing and success.
Every day at school matters — learning builds day by day, and even small amounts of
missed school can have a significant impact over time. We strongly encourage all
families to prioritise everyday attendance and ensure students arrive on time, ready to
learn.

To support this, we remind families of our school times and supervision arrangements:
@® School gates open: 8:20am

@® Tecachers greet students and learning begins: 8:45am

@® School day finishes: 3:05pm

@® School gates close: 3:45pm

Morning yard supervision is provided from 8:30am to 8:45am, and afternoon
supervision from 3:05pm to 3:20pm. After school, students may wait for their families
at any agreed meeting place or choose to come to the “Green Seat”, where a staff
member will remain with them until they are collected.

Strong attendance, punctuality and consistent routines help create calm, settled
learning environments and support students to feel safe, connected and ready to learn
each day. We thank families for working in partnership with us to support high
attendance and positive learning habits for all students.

We look forward to working in partnership with you throughout the year to support the
learning, wellbeing and success of every child at Mossfiel Primary School.

Thank you for being part of our community. We are excited for the year ahead and all
that we will achieve together.

Thank you,

Mrs De Bono
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MOSSFIEL SCHOOL LEADERS

Principal
Jess De Bono
Leading Teachers
Jacqueline Drew
Carmen Morrison

Meredith White

Assistant Principals
Jacinta Porter
Katie Davies

MOSSFIEL SCHOOL COUNCILLORS

President : Mistie Foley Vice President:

Treasurer: Chloe Bell Minute Taker : Linda Spencer

Sarah Knight Bedella Desta Catriona Wright

Elise Wright Dennis Osborne Nicole Aquilina

Jacqueline Drew Mary Cois
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